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Plexus Goes to the Poll 
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Front pages of four editions of PLEXUS West Coast Women’s Press from May 
and June 1980, April 1984, and June 1985. (Images from LibraryThing.) 


PLEXUS — West Coast Women’s Press 


PLEXUS, West Coast Women’s Press, was the San Francisco Bay Area’s radical femi- 
nist newspaper of record published by a women’s collective from March 1974 to July 
1986. 


PLEXUS published first-person, pyramid form, local, regional, national, and in- 
ternational news. 


PLEXUS’ Verified™ readership was 50,000. 


News led the way. A PLEXUS exclusive was the trial of Wendy Yoshimura, Patty 
Hearst’s last on-the-run roommate. 


PLEXUS covered news in the greater Bay Area from a perspective unavailable to more 
traditional news sources. PLEXUS reporters, as radical feminists themselves, estab- 
lished trust leading to intimate and detailed interviews with defendants in murder trials 
of four women of color who relied on themselves for their own defense: Inez Garcia, 
Joan (JoAnne) Little, Yvonne L. Wanrow, and Dessie Woods. 


Inez Garcia lived in Soledad, California and shared an apartment with Fred Medrano. 
After Luis Castillo and Miguel Jimenez beat up Medrano, Castillo raped Garcia. 
Garcia shot Jimenez to death. 


According to PLEXUS’ founder Becky Taber in 2021: “At trial Inez Garcia was initially 
represented by Charles Garry who came to prominence representing the Black Panther 
Party as people of conscience,” Taber explained. Garry’s representation of Garcia, 
however, was that she was a child-woman unable to understand the consequences of 
her actions. “Garcia fired Charles Garry for that portrayal and for not mentioning her 
rape in the trial,” Taber recalls. 


Molly Willcox wrote in PLEXUS, Volume 2; Number 11 (1976): 


“ .. Lawyer Susan Jordan ... now serving as defense attorney for Inez Garcia, is 
one of only a handful of women criminal lawyers in the U.S. 


She is also a partner in what may be the only all-women criminal law firm in this 
country: Cumings, Jordan and Morgan. 


Graduated from Northwestern Law School in 1970, she went ... to work for the 
People’s Law Office in Chicago. There she [worked] on the cases of Fred Hamp- 
ton and other Black Panthers; the Young Lords. Jordan teaches law at the New 
College of California Law School [which] she says is 50% female ...” 


JoAnne Little was eventually acquitted of murdering her Raleigh, North Carolina jailer. 


Little was defending both her own body and the one belonging to a fellow prisoner 
from the white jailer. 


Yvonne L. Wanrow's conviction for killing William Weshler—who had molested Wan- 
row’s child, terrorized a friend’s family and then terrified Wanrow’s family —was eventu- 
ally vacated by Washington State’s Division III Court of Appeals. 


The ruling reversed her conviction on second degree murder and first degree assault. 


In Georgia, Dessie Woods defended herself and a friend against a rape attack by an 
armed white man. No white man had ever been convicted of raping a black woman in 
her state to that time. 


These were the days when the patriarchy, represented by the district attorney, could 
appear to argue no woman had a se/f; and so se/f-defense was no defense. 


With their own hands, these women — Garcia, Little, Wanrow, and Woods (and their 
attorneys) — changed American culture. 


These women, and the others who went through their same agony, proved women do 
have a legal right to self defense. 


Freedom of the press belongs to who owns the presses. 


Meanwhile, Becky Taber’s childhood friend Sandra Dasmann was concentrating her 
thoughts on what a woman’s newspaper could do for the growth of the San Francisco 
Bay Area feminist community. 


Sareda Milosz, another friend of Dasmann’s, was sure a newspaper for and about local 
women, their projects and businesses, would help grow the movement, the Second 
Wave. 


“We'll publish a Calendar and (a list of) Resources,” Taber declared. 


PLEXUS began as a bi-weekly publication. After June 1974 PLEXUS became a month- 
ly. 


Taber took on the responsibilities of a publisher: finding talent, and creating money for 
each print run. 


“Advocates for Women in San Francisco had printed a 1973 Resources Directory, 
mainly listing Women-owned businesses,” Taber recalled. 


“| traveled to each of those businesses. | followed the map created by the locations of 
the businesses in the Advocates for Women’s Directory. Then | ‘talked PLEXUS’ to 
them and sold them ads in PLEXUS.” 


“There were Women’s Bookstores and Women’s coffee houses and Women’s music 
and Women’s bars. There was no (long lasting) Women’s newspaper in the San Fran- 
cisco area,” Taber says. 


The printer received $300 from Taber’s friend Ann McConnell for the first PLEXUS run. 


Taber recalls: “Ann McConnell worked at Friends of the Earth (https://en.wikipedia.org/ 
wiki/Friends_of_the_Earth)...David Brower.” PLEXUS was allowed to use their type- 
writer for our first issue.” 


“Before our second issue PLEXUS merged with Paracleit, another women-run newspa- 
per. Paracleit most likely paid for the second issue’s print run,” Taber said. 


“Within the first six months Ann McConnell negotiated a grant from the Point Founda- 
tion, the philanthropic branch of WHOLE EARTH CATALOGUE,” recalls Taber. 


Taber paid for the fourth PLEXUS issue from the money she earned selling ads in the 
Peace and Freedom Party’s newspaper, East Bay Bridge. 


By the fifth issue, the printer’s invoice was paid by a combination of PLEXUS’ Point 
Foundation grant, PLEXUS’ own ad revenue, and money generated by Becky Taber 
selling ads in other publications. 


Becky Taber’s philosophy was PLEXUS should grow in community outreach, subscrip- 
tions, and ad revenue (small businesses rather than national ads or major matrons). 


Taber felt PLEXUS would benefit as more women from different backgrounds dedicat- 
ed hours of their time to PLEXUS. 


Without Taber’s leadership, PLEXUS wouldn’t have lasted long enough to gather to it 
women capable of naming, choosing and organizing the tasks that any small press 
publication needs completed to last. 


And these very capable people had to already have jobs and work for PLEXUS for free. 


The Collective 


Becky Taber 
Founder. Fought for inclusion of every worker at PLEXUS to have a vote 
in Council. 


Nancy Stockwell 
Editor, writer, Features and Reviews; sold display ads; Distribution; mem- 
ber of Council. 


Nancy Holland 
Star News editor and reporter; Distribution; Council. 


Robin Bishop 
Gave PLEXUS its name. Designed most front pages for the first 18 
months. Created PLEXUS’ logo and original PLEXUS cartoons. Visualized 
the theoretical concept of a “plexus” and applied it throughout. Bishop 
also wrote and edited Features and Reviews. Creative Director, PLEXUS 
advertising. Production. Photographer. Council. 


Ann Weinstock 
Income from the Display Ads she sold kept the entire publication hum- 
ming. Editor and writer Features and Reviews, Council. 


Chris Orr 
Secured the rental of PLEXUS’ first real office in property owned by 
American Baptist Seminary of the West (now the Berkeley School of The- 
ology, according to Rafael Jesus Gonzalez) on Dwight Way above Peo- 
ple’s Park. Orr wrestled with the United States Postal Service to secure 
PLEXUS’ valuable Second Class mailing status.Took responsibility for 
Subscriptions and, often, Distribution. Production and production design. 
Edited and wrote Features and Reviews, Council. 


April McMahon 
Taxes, accounting, budget. Editor, writer Features and Reviews. Took on 
the PLEXUS Library once Taber left PLEXUS. To this date, maintains a 
physical copy of each PLEXUS collectively published issue. Council. 


Vivienne Walker-Crawford 
Writer, Editor Features and Reviews. Concepts on growth of community 
outreach. Peacemaker. Council. 


Jane Bicek 
Classified ads; overall organizational improvements; edited. Council. 


J. California Cooper 
First women-in-charge of PLEXUS’ office. First paid employee. Writer, ed- 


itor. Note: the same J. California Cooper published numerous books of 
beautiful, tragic short stories. J. California Cooper’s daughter is Paris 
Williams. 


KDF Reynolds 
News writer and Editor; political commentary in poetry and prose. Pho- 
tography. Ad layout, sales and design. Promotions. Council. 


Alta 
Column, “Mother’s Milk.” Alta’s publishing house Shameless Hussy Press 
was the original publisher of Ntozake Shange’s For Colored Girls Who 
Have Considered Suicide / When the Rainbow Is Enuf which took Broad- 
way by storm and was made into a feature film. 


Luisah Teisch 
Spiritual, educational essays. Commentary; Edited and wrote Reviews. 


Paris Williams 
Writer, editor Reviews and Features. 


Kelly Eve 
began her 10 years with PLEXUS as an intern from the University of Cali- 


fornia at Santa Cruz. She worked in most departments of PLEXUS at 
some time between 1975 and 1985. Kelly’s participation in the governing 
body, called Council, was most meaningful to her. Kelly Eve worked writ- 
ing news shorts and editing. She was on the production staff, worked in 
the office, did distribution, and was a voting member of Council. 


Donna Hurst 
second women-in-charge. 


Robin Purdy 
News editing and writing. Production. Distribution. Council. 


Rani Eversley 
News writer and editor. Production. Subscriptions. Distribution. Council. 


Nancy Williamson 
Illustrations. Production. Wrote and edited Features and Reviews. Coun- 
cil. 


Laura Tow 
Writer. Bought display ads. 


Linda Headrick 
Advisor. 


Mary Robinson 
Editor, writer. Council. 


Linnea Due 
Mistress of Production and all things typeset. Art overview. Unique voice. 


Jennifer Stone 
Writer. 


Molly Willcox 
News writer. West Coast editor Harper & Row. Council. 


Julie Starita 
Business, office. Council. 


PLEXUS’ Impact on the Growth of the Second Wave in 
the San Francisco Bay Area 


Susan Brownmiller’s /n Our Time: Memoir of a Revolution documents the broad femi- 
nist periodical second wave movement. According to Brownmiller when PLEXUS was 
in its infancy there were “...250 local, indigenous feminist publications....” throughout 
the United States. 


In the Bay Area some feminist periodicals lasted for four issues, some for six months, 
according to Brownmiller. The PLEXUS collective and its publication lasted 13 years, 4 
months. 


PLEXUS was a foundational advocate for the rights of women and girls in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. 


PLEXUS’ goals were identical to those of the other hundreds of American, locally 
based feminist newspapers published at the time. 


The publications of the early Second Wave validated and supported the women and 
women’s groups who established child care collectives, sexual assault telephone hot 
lines, apprenticeships, and legal structures for female advancement. 


There was no San Francisco Women’s Building before PLEXUS published an artist’s 
sketch of it on the front page and joined the call to believe in such a place. 


PLEXUS created a space for the envisonment of female sovereignty. As documented 
in Brownmiller’s /n Our Time, here are 9 of the 250-plus independent, feminist small 
press periodicals of that time: 


Ain’t la Woman lowa City 

Big Mama Rag Denver 
Everywoman Los Angeles 

The Feminist Voice Chicago 

her-self Ann Arbor 

Off Our Backs New York City 
PLEXUS, West Coast Women’s Press Berkeley, Oakland 
Sojourner Boston 

Women’s Press Eugene, Oregon 


Council and the Demise of PLEXUS 


Carlton B. Goodlett, M.D., publisher of the San Francisco Sun Reporter, recognized the 
importance of PLEXUS. His ambassador was the Sun Reporter’s national sales man- 
ager. Originally from Australia, this woman had sold many national ads in to a weekly 
black newspaper. She presented KDF with an amazing offer. 


Dr. Goodlett would publish PLEXUS free of charge and add all his Sun Reporter’s dis- 
tribution outlets to PLEXUS’ existing sale locations, more than doubling PLEXUS’ 
places of sale. His drivers would do the work. Also, the ambassador said, Goodlett 
would direct her to “talk PLEXUS” to the Sun Reporter’s national advertisers with We- 
instock and Reynolds doing the actual negotiating and selling. Becky Taber had used 
the same technique to create PLEXUS’ sustaining support: its advertising income. 
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Taber was gone by then. PLEXUS had unsuccessfully struggled many times to land 
even one national ad. 


Dr. Goodlett offered intersectionality to a mostly white, occasionally separatist group 
who sabotaged PLEXUS’ opportunity to be an enduring publication. Feminist sepa- 
ratism was similar to the early philosophy of Malcolm X. 


Paradise Lost: Becoming History 


The PLEXUS Collective’s full print run is available, currently primarily as microfilm, in 
the collections of libraries at Harvard; Stanford; Notre Dame; Simon Fraser; Emory; 
McGill; New York University; six University of California campuses; University of Utah; 
University of St. Andrews; University of Michigan; Center for Research Libraries; Na- 
tional Library of Australia; the International Institute of Social History, Amsterdam; and 
other institutions totaling 48 in April 2021. 


